
STREET LAW - Weekly Writing Assignment 
Week of: September 18th 

Due: September 22nd 
Facts:  

● Lizzy is a 21 year old woman living in Houston. One day, her grandma becomes very ill. 
Fortunately it is nothing fatal and she should be back to her old self once her treatments 
are done in 3 weeks. Because Lizzy lives so close to the medical center where her 
grandma is getting treated, she tells her grandma to come live with her while she gets 
treatment. After a week of taking care of her grandma, Lizzy remembers a clause of her 
lease contract that says the following:  

“Tenant agrees to provide notice to landlord of guest(s) staying in the unit longer 
than 15 days. If guests stay longer than 15 days, they will have to pay a daily fee 
of $75 until they leave the premises. Failure to notify landlord may result in 
immediate eviction of tenant and all remaining rent must be paid. Exceptions may 
be made at landlord’s discretion.” 

● She calls her landlord as soon as she remembers the clause and assures him that her 
grandma will be out of the apartment as soon as her treatment is over. Since grandma’s 
treatment is going well, Lizzy honestly believes this to be true. The Landlord agrees and 
waives the fee. 

● At the start of week 6, the landlord comes by Lizzy’s unit for some minor repairs and is 
shocked to see Lizzy’s grandma still in the unit. He is having a bad day and decides to 
immediately enforce Lizzy’s lease agreement.  

● Lizzy comes back from work later that day to take her grandma to another doctor’s 
appointment for another treatment and sees an eviction notice on her door as well as a 
request for the rent money for the remaining 4 months of her lease. She tries to explain 
to the landlord that her grandma’s treatment became complicated, but he does not listen 
and shouts “I’LL SEE YOU IN COURT!” 

 
Questions:  

● What type of help should Lizzy seek? Should she try to mediate with her landlord or go 
to court? 

● If they agree to mediate, what would be some of the agreements Lizzy and her Landlord 
should come to? 

● If they were to go to court, what type of court would they be in and why? (Civil or 
criminal?)  

● If they go to court, who should win and why?  
● How would you react if you were the landlord in this situation? 

 
Formatting:  

● 1 ½ - 2 pages 
● Can be typed or handwritten 


